INTRODUCTION OF THE
HORSE-SHOE ARCH IN SPAIN

0After the capitulation
of Toledo and the establishment of the
Muslim rule by Tarik in 712 A.D., the
Church of El Christo de la Luz was divided
and used as a mosque. In 980 A.D. this
building was so completely remodelled
by Musa ibn Ali, the Moorish architect,
that except for the outer walls and a few
columns, no vestige of the previous struc-
ture is left. This accounts for the horse-
shoe arch and many other architectural
details characteristic of Islamic Architec-
ture in that structure. Writing about the
horse-shoe arch, C. T. Rivoira, in his book
on Muslim Architecture says, " And every-
thing tends to prove that, as formerly at
Damascus the Ummayyad Walid I (705-15
A.D.) had raised the horse-shoe arch to
the rank of a constructive system, so now
at Cordova another Ummayyad was the
first to apply the system brought into
being under the auspices of one of his
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